*Englands Oeliveraiice froni Popety and Slavery: 


And the Piety and Fuſtice of King WILLIAM, and 


Queen MARY of Exer 


Bleſſed Memory, in Aſcending the Throne of theſe Dominions, Aſerted. 
4.D8c. 1bg5 


I. Ecaviſe Fames, Duke of ;; 
York was by three Par- 
liaments of the Com- 

mons of England,rightly adjudged 

to have rendered himſelf unca- 
pable to Execute the Soveraign 

Power of theſe Realms, having 

Apoſtatized ro Popery ; where- +: 

by he incapacitated himſelf, t. | 

To Maintain the Dignities and 

Preeminencies of this Imperial 

Crown, as they were aſlerted in 

the Oaths of Allegiance and Su- 

premicy, in both which all Pa- 
pal Power is rej<&ed and barred. 

2. To take and keep the Coro- 

nation-Oath, in the firſt Clauſe 

whereof he promiſeth, To keep 
the Church of God, the Clergy and 

People entirely in Peace and Concord 

in God. 


I. Having been admitted as King, he degenetated into a Tyrant; 


openly endeavouring to overturn the Eſtabliſhed Laws, Liberties, 
and Religion, and to introduce Arbitrary Power and the Popiſh Su- 
perſticion ; as appeareth, 1. By raiſing Money contrary to Law; that 
15 without any AR of Parliament, as in the Levying of Cuſtoms, 
Exciſe, &c. 2. By maintaining a ſtanding Army in time of Peace. 
3. Quartering that Army contrary to Law and the Petition of Right. 
4. Oftficering that Army with Papiſts, Subjects in part to a Foreign 
Power, in Oppoſition to the Laws of the Land, and Addreſſes of 
his Parliamenc, to whom he made this Anſwer, Novemb. 9g. 1685. 
Though the ſaid Officers were not qualified according to the late 
Teſts for their Employments, yet he would neither expoſe them to 
Di/grace , nor himſelf ro the want of them. 5. By his aſſuming a 
Legiſlative Power, by Diſpenſing with all Statutes for the Proteſtant 
Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, whereby he at one blow took away 
above Forty Ads of Parliament. 6. Erefing a High-Commiſlion- 


Court for Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, to proceed with a Now obf ante; that- 


is, without and againſt Law ; whereby che Biſhop of London was 
Suſpended, the Pretident and Fellows of Magdalen Colledge, Oxon. 
were outed of their Free-hojds without Legal Proceſs,and becauſe they 
would not contrary to their Oath chuſe an unqualified Preſident ; 
though it's expreſly provided in Magna Charta, That no Man fhall 
loſe Life, Limb, or Goods, but by the Law of the Land. Alfo the 
ſame Colledge, as well as others in both Univerſities, were provided 
with Popiſh Prieſts, who by the Law of the Land ought to be hang'd. 
2. Impriſoning ſeven Biſhops, only becauſe they Petitioned him to 
regard the Oath he had taken to maintain the Laws of the Kingdom. 
8. Setting up Popiſh Maſs-Houſes, Schools, Monaſteries, ſending out 
four Popiſh Provincial Biſhops to Viſie England ; admitting Petre a 

eſfait, and other Papiſts into his Privy-Council ; ſending an Embal- 

dor to Rome, and receiving a Nuncio from the Pope, putting Papilſts 
into Commiſſion of the Peace all the Kingdom over, and Commil- 
fioning a Popiſh Judge to fit on the Bench. 9. And after all this, ſig- 
nifying in his Second Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, dated 
April 7. 1688. That none ought to be empleyed under him, but ſuch 
as would contribute to chuſe ſuch Members of Parliament, as might 
do their part to finiſh what he bad begun. 10. In Scotland he decla- 
red himſelf cloathed with Abſolute Power, and that his Subjedts ought 
to Obey him without Reſerve. 


HI. To entail Popery and Tyranny upon the Kingdom, he en- 
deavoured to alrer the Succeflion, by impoſing a falſe Heir upon theſe 
Kingdoms, in Dil-inheriſion of the Princeſs of Orange his Daughter, 
the true Apparent Heir of the Crown, whoſe undoubted Right to 
the Succeſlion could not be overthrown,unlefs the new Claimer's Right 
be fully proved by a competent Number of Witneſſes, duly qualified 
to give Evidence upon fo high a Concern. For «ih 'twas nece(. 
ſary, 1. That they who afliſted, or attended at the'Bueen's pretended 
Delivery, ſhould be Perſons of known Honour and Honeſty ; not 
Foreigners, Papilts, or ſuch complying Proteſtants, who had afliſted 
the King in his unlawful Deſigns. 2. The Time and Place of the 
pretended Birth ſhould have been fore-known, and fo ordered as not 
to have given great Suſpicion of Indire&neſs. 3. 'Twas neceſſa 
that the Princeſſes of the Blood ſhould have had notice thereof, that 
in their Perſons, or by their Proxies they might have been preſent. 

. And allo the they or their Proxies, or at leaſt ſome other Women 
of High Quality and Great Credit, ſhould have been made acquain- 
ted wih luch Sym xoms of a true Conception, which any Breeding 
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Woman may with Eaſe and Mo- 
deſty diſcover, as Milk in the 
Breaſt, and motion of the Child. 
And that which made all theſe 
Precautions neceſſary, was the 
Univerſal Suſpicion , that the 
Queen's great Belly was fictitious. 
And there were ſome Great- 
bellied Women, a little before the 
time of the Queen's pretended 
Delivery, treated wich, to parc 
wich their Child as ſoon as born. 
provided it were a Son. But on 
the contrary, the Women who 
afliſted, were moſt Papiſts and 
Foreigners; the Men who at- 
tended (at a diſtance too) were 
the Inſtruments of the King's Mi. 
rule,as theLord Chanc.and others; 
the. Princeſſes of the Blood not 
preſent, ſo much as by Proxies : 
Time and place of the Birth con- 
cealed; a private Door within the Ruel of the Bed, the Curtains 
whereof were then drawn; the Child not ſhewn in the Room where 
the pretended Delivery was, and but one Proteſtant Gentlewoman at 
laſt, who aſſerted the reality of the Queen's being with Child. Now, 
if Zeal for the Popiſh Cauſe, could prevail on the King to break 
through his Oaths and frequent Promiſes, to maintain the Church and 
Laws of England, *tis no ſtrange thing that he ſhould conſent to the 
Diſ-inheriſion of his Proteſtant Children. 
IV. That for the foreſaid Reaſon the King was juſtly laid aſide, and 
abrogated for Miſgovernment, will appear, it we conſider with St. Paul 
the Nature of Government in the general; as # « God's Miniſtry to ws 


for good, Rom. 13.4. Or elle in any particular Form, with St.Perer, who 


in that reſpe& calls it tbe Ordinance of Man, 1 Pet.2.13. Without doube 
Men as well as God ordained it for their Good. So that a Soveraign 
Prince can claim no Authority either from God or Man co Opprels his 
People. But if he does, they may juſtly lay aſide their Oppreſor ; and 
being obliged by God's Law of Natnre'to preſerve themſzlves and Fa- 
milies, they ought ſo to do. And ſince the ſole reaſon of our Allegiance 
toa King is the Common Good, when his Government becometh an 
intolerable publick Evil, our Allegiance is at an end. 

Agreeable hereunto is our Old Engliſh Conſtitution, as appeareth by 
the Solemn Depoſing of King Edward II. and his Grandſon King R:- 
chard I. to whom the Lords and Commons declared, That they had 
it by Ancient Statute, and by a late doleful Inſtance, that in caſe a King 
ſhall alienate himſelf from his People by bad Advice, and in a head- 
ſtrong way will exerciſe his own Self-will: From thence it ſhall be 
Lawtul for them to Depole the King from the Regal Throne, and co 
promote ſome Kinſman of his, of the Royal Family, to the Throne 


. of the Kingdom in his ſtead. Knighton. 


V. The fſetled Reſolution of King James to Rule by an Arbitrary 
Power, will appear from his twice withdrawing himſelf from the ex- 
ecution of his Royal Truſt, and leaving t he Kingdom rather chan he 
would refer the Matter of Succeflion, which was then in Diſpvy«e be- 
ewixt him and the Prince of Orange, and alſo other Matters of Diffe- 
rence betwixt him and his People, to a free Parliament ; he would in 
a bead-ftrong way goto France, that by the Aſſiſtance of French Counſels 
and Arms, he might return a Conquerour, and Rule (as for ſome time 
he did in Ireland) by thoſe Counſels, and his own Will. 

VI. There is a Right Honourable Peer (who was very intimate with 
the late King Charles ) who has writ a CharaRter of him; and when he 
comes to ſpeak of his Death, he ſaith, 1 am aſſured the moſt knowing of 
his Phyſicians did not only believe him poiſon'd, but thought himſelf ſo too, not 
long after, for having declared his Opinion too boldly. [ He means Dr. Short, 
who dyed about eight days after that King. ] Now, tho' we may nor 
ſay, the Duke of York was privy to this Villany,yet it may honeſtly be 
thought to have been done tor his ſake: And tho? he could nor but know 
there was a ſuſpicion of it, yet he never made any Inquiſition into ir. 

Theſe Reaſons do fully juſtifie the AR of Parliament, which Inve- 
ſteth the Prince and Princeſs of Orange with the Imperial Crown of 
this Realm : Wherein it is declared, That King Fames II. did enCea- 
vour to ſubvert and extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws 
and Liberties of this Kingdom ; and alſo that he had Abdicated, 5. e. 
Forfeited the Government, whereby the Throne became vacant. 

And Secondly, If the Throne was vacant, and there has appeared 
no Legal Proof of the pretended Prince of Wales's Right thereunto, 
but ſtrong Preſumptions on the contrary, it was both Lawfully and 
Righefully filled by his preſent Majeſty King F/liam IE. and his late 
Royal Conſorc of Ever Bleſled Memory,our moſt Gracious QUEEN 

MARY. | 


